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AS MUCH IN LOVE AS 20 YEARS AGO, PASCAL MORABITO
AND MARIE-EVE RENEW THEIR VOWS IN A BALINESE-INSPIRED
WEDDING CEREMONY. AN INDONESIA TATLER EXCLUSIVE
WITH WORDS BY MADE M. NADERA
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OVE IS PROBABLY WHAT MAKES THE earth. She can do something I cannot do and she
world go around, possibly more than the air s the spirit of my life.”
Returning the compliment, Marie-Eve men-
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that we breathe, Wartching a couple who has oiiis O kil e ks w Aasirtarin Wor ti

been together for 20 years and yet are still band, “I admire his generosity and optimism for
in love just like the first time they met, is as the new day, the new life and new way of looking
inspiring as listening to the story of what at life. Like other couples, we also have different

ideas and ways of seeing things, but actually they
; 5 are complimentary. He is a very visionary man
first place. “It was 20 years ago, in Avenue who can see with his grand ideas and vision, while
Montaigne, when [ was hosting I can help him with little details
and some practical things
about life. Most of the time he
can listen to me and make lictle
modifications about his vision,
but certainly the vision

initially attracted them to each other in the
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a reception with a lot of guests.

Across the street, [ caught a
glimpse of Marie-Eve and we have been together ever since,”
Pascal Morabito, a French artist now residing in Bali, recalls

that decisive moment. “Everyday I am more in love and I don't : remains h'E'S own. Asacre-
know why,” he pauses for a while and remarks, “Yes, I know why, K - e du“i‘“”.r’ e s
: g . important thing for him
because she is a perfect woman, she is clever and bright, beauti- ‘? ‘\ is being free.”
ful and not complicated.” ! A well-known figure
a in the contemporary
A prolific artist, Pascal Morabito J 1 world of arts with close
has churned out thousands of 4 friends such as Damien
wide-ranging creations ! . . Hirst, British most
since 1970, from jewel- "'.-,: g : ) renowned contemporary
lery, perfume, champagne, 4 ' artist, Pascal finds himself
leather goods, decoration, sculp- ' ' working for the same vision
turefarts, fashion and the latest one, Bali art spa. v for the past 40 years, “1 have
Finding an ally in Marie-Eve, a photographer o o L not changed, except my hair
FROM TOR and mother of their two sons Theo and Tao, he 7 Lk getting white,” he laughs
Joyful couple; expresses the pride and joy of being together ' and elaborates, “Incredibly,
Adrmaning with her all these years. “As a photographer, ! ! % - - &® 1have had the same vision
refatrees and : . 3 y : : .
friends during every IIIIIH..‘ she c.t.pmn:-u a g?lutun: that I love, even asa i_l]_-}u-ir-uld h‘.]}.' :
the nuptials | consider myself the happiest man on 2t but | have different possibili-
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ties to carry out my vision, including the rechnical
possibility and the time, | sometimes make an
adaptation to suit the period. The vision is the
same: simplicity, straight-forwardness and clarity.
| don’t want anything complicated, 1 want 1o go
to one direction and to be strong in one direc-
tion, doing a lot of things but it is still all in one
direction.”

“The highest reward for me is that when
people wear my work. My jewellery, cubic, has
sold one million pieces in the world. Everybody
has their own personal sensibility when wearing
it and now 1 start hearing different stories from
the people wearing it and what they do to the
piece. Each person has a different appreciation for
the same piece, and that for me, is very important.
After 40 years in the business, every different
reaction in relation with the jewellery I create
is really thrilling. Each piece is like music to me,
thousands of people listen to it and everybody
has their own reactions.” he discloses his most
rewarding moment of being an artist.

he couple’s affair with
the island of the gods,
Bali, act u.i”}. |‘u..'_|.:;,ul
with Pascals introduc-
tion to the o wsibilit ¥ of
living on the island by
a mere suggestion from
his Indonesian butler,
almost 40 vears ago. At
that time, he found the idea quite interesting but
was not able to force himself to come as he puts
it, “My life and work is in the world and | cant
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“Incredibly;, I have had the same
vision even as a to-year-old boy:
but I have different possibilities to
carry out my vision

possibly live in one place. Years passed, one day
my wife and my children were thinking about
starting life in another country, out of our native
France. With a lot of places to go, the family
started globe-trekking from South America, India,
Africa, Morocco and other places. As | have never
been ro Bali, 1 thought Bali could beit.
When we arrived, we immedi-
ately decided to stay and we
gave it one year. Now three
years have passed and we
don't want to leave.”

“It is something
magical. It is the
weather, which really
is the best weather.
Even in the rainy sea-
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the right network. In Bali, the first thing to do was
IO ]I". DU NEW |ir{'. III.II\.L‘ d THEW hlﬂl\l..' dl'lfl. I'I:I.!I-\..L'
connéctions to the new people so that when |
work it does not feel like working, ™ he elaborates
on the choice 1o live in Bali.

Settled in a large spacious beach front residence
in the Canggu area, the artist’s favourite colour,
white, dominates the whole structure and interior.
“Pascal found the place with one of his friends and
| just came back to France with children and it has
a very nice ambience. It used to be an old hotel
before and he says that with this place we can do
something unique with the space, the sea and he
started 1o imagine the renovation. After he set
things up, [ agreet] and | contributed ideas along
the way, but really the engine of the locomotive is
Pascal,” the beautiful Marie-Eve adds.

Renewing their
marriage vows, the
couple decided 1o
embark on a wed-
ding ceremony
1||J]|n|{|:|r'|:_:
Balinese tradi-
tion, “Now
that we have
the venue,
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wedding preparations,” Marie-Eve discloses, “We
chose to have different weddings in different cul

tures all over the world, among others, 20 years
ago in Japan, in a Shinto traditional ceremony and
we also had one in Tunisia, a Muslim tradition in
1995, S0 what is so beautiful is actually that you
are doing this ceremony, borrowing the culture of
the country and people offer you the best because
for each of our weddings, everything must be
beautiful and you learn really so much rather than
simply travelling and seeing the country. We like
the minimalist approach, we like the colour white,
.Il]ll Wi «.1|"|"|.I"|‘- .I"I‘\. OUr gucsts 1o be dresse I| imn
white to be perfectly in harmony with us.”
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also a creation of Pascal’s, a modern twist on the
traditional kebaya. Made entirely from white
lace, the gown with its open back and trail fits
like a second skin for the beautiful bride who was
thrilled wearing such a lovely creation.

The ceremony began with the bride and
groom being carried on a separate palanguin,
with a wonderful Balinese gamelan heralding the
lovely couple’s arrival, beaming with happiness
on the way 1o the Candi Bentar. The ceremony
in Balinese tradition also featured the couple’s
close friend, a famous French writer, Gonzague
Saint Bris, dressed in a red frock amongst a sea
of white, :k'|:|;.{|!'|llﬂ;;1hu EUCsts with his l} rical
account on the love journey of the now once
again pronounced newlyweds.

As the taking of photographs ensued, guests
relished the wonderful dinner and wines, while
enjoying the sound of waves, sea breeze and the
flicker of torches along the shore. A party will not
be complete without a spectacle of Lita CY the
lady in the Renaissance Bubble who managed o
thrill the audience with her vision of life, love and
rebirth. “Bali is probably one of the best places
to live in. My preoccupation is now to do small
things such as creating wonderful smellsin a
bottle of cream, the little things that beautiful life
can offer. We don't need gold or diamond to enjoy
it, but simply a wonderful smell, ™ he describes

My preoccupation is now to
create wonderful smells in a
bottle of cream, the little things
that beautiful life can offer

his latest project, the Bali Art Spa. thar marks his
approach to a happy life, with a spouse that has
remained l l}.1| for two decades, wonderful sons
and the possibility to remain creative in beautiful
and inspiring surroundings. @
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