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Morabito Art Villa... A Bali Treasure

iy ROB DODDEMEADE roo1T0s BY JAN DEKKER & MARIE EVE

If they've flown the Concorde to London for lunch.
If they've steamed down the Nile to Luxor.
If they've seen the Taj Mahal by moonlight,
and marveled at the Fractal Pyramid on
K7 Mountain in the Himalayas.
If they've rubbed shoulders with the best and touched the
exotic trophies at the Cannes Film Festival.
If theyve seen the ‘Captive Diamond’
in the Museum of Modern Art in New York,
and felt the glow of the finest
Venetian chandeliers in Munaro.
If they've worn the flattest quartz watch in the world or
experienced the heavenly scent of Or Noir -
the world’s first perfume jewel.
If they've sunk into the plush interiors of
the world’s finest luxury automobiles
and wined and dined in royal chateaux
with “Art de la table’ pieces.
If they've flown to Paris to see monumental sculptures
at the Grand Palais and Eiffel Tower,
and been astonished by one man’s passionate exhibition
of 80,000 photos - revealing and era of fashion trends
and change in human behaviour.

It they've sipped Jewel Lhampagne over Kuta Bay in Bali
and rested their heads on an comfy beach bale...
They'll have packed their luggage in the finest Italian leather,
and chances are, it will bear the same name. ..
‘Pascal Morabito'.

enius, eccentric, designer extraonrdinaire, architect, sculptor,
painter, decorator, goldsmith, silversmith, glassmaker,
perfumer, fashion guru, photographer, author, art collector
and museurn curator. These are all waords that could be used
to describe the ane and only Pascal Morabito.

Last month, | had the privilege of meeting up with Pascal and his wife Marie Eve,
and their two boys, Teo and Tao, at their Morabito Art Villa on Canggu Beach
in Bali. Previoushy known as Bolare on |alan Pantal Berawa, Pascal has in just 2
years, transformed what was a collection of rundown chalets into an exceptional
art villa - comprising of several suites, guest houwses and a guest pavilion - all
designed with the kind of artistic flair that Pascal Morabito is renowned for,

Before | take you on a guided tour of this unigue villa swith art and design
in every corner, | should first explain a litthe more about the man himsell
and the legend he has created worldwide,

Pascal Morabito is a famous French designer who works in all domains of
luxury goods. Born in Mice in 1945, Pascal comes from a family of goldsmith.
and Italian leather goods designers. His name has been handed down from
father to son since 1871. In the 19* century his grandfather and great
grandfather had solid reputations as designers and makers of quality luxury
goods. The Pascal Morabito company was appointed official supplier to Tsar
of Russia, the King of Sweden, and the Prince of Monaco,

In 1968, after completing his studies in architecture, Pascal created the first
centre for artistic pewellery, named “Le centre de création ef o ‘étude du bifou
contemporoin ou micrg-grchitecture’, He then designed unique pieces of “haoute
joclleriy lor private and intemational clients and many roval famdaies of the world,
His stunning godd ‘compressions” creation |ater became the famous César du
Cinerna trophy. Indeed some of his closest friends are artists like, Cesar, Arman
and Dali for whom he has designed numerous micro sculplures.,

Pascal's achievements in the world of art and design are too many to st in this
artiche but you can discover more about this passionate, exuberant, shightly
eccentnic but truly gifted designer by visiting www pascalmorabito. com
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K "Pascal, how did you manage o secure this
exceptional beach front property in Bali?™

Pascal: *I came here lor a holiday several years ago
wher it was known as Bolare. | fell i love with
the property — by that | mean this magnificent
view of the Indian Ocean and the entire bay of
Kuta and fimbaran, | started by renting just one
room, then loter two rooms, and then [ invited
my Family and friends to visit so | needed fo
rent more rooms. It got to the stage where |
was renting so many rooms, | thought why not
negotiate a lease on the whole lot. ”

IK:  “"How long is your lease and what facilities do
you offer?™

Pascal: “20 years - starting from 2 years ogo. Now we
are close to finishing all the renovation work
and renting out the entire villa. Uniike a hatel
or resort which rents oul individual rooms, here
we are offering the whole villa to exclusive clients
who will treat it like their own home, enfoying
total privacy with luxury focllities and quality
service around the clock.

Our fish and seafood comes every morning

straight from the ocean out there - 50 you con't
get any fresher than thot! Apart from private
parties we glso coter for wedding funclions. Fora
weddirg party with one suite we require 3 days,
and a day more if all 10 bedrooms are needed,
Cur rate is 2000 eurg per day and It covers all
tacilities,

Fhese focilities include, o hectane of parkiand with
marvicured kwns and 150 meter beochiront, o
private swirmming pool (100 m2), 10 bedrooms (2
swites, & double bedrooms, 2 single bedrooms), For
iip bo 20 peaple, Inside and outside dining areas
with dedicated stolff, 4 cooks and o manager who
speaks Emgiish, French aond Dutch. And of course
all ¥ star amenities.

JIK:  *Tell us abowut the unique spa you're
busibding 2™

Pascal: “The spa will be directly above the open terrace
ond entertainment area, which combines indoor
and autdoor dinning, a modem kifchen with o
wood oven pizra, a bar and cinema area. The
spa which stretches ocross the entire top floor
includes o jacuzzi, saura and massoge area, and
a specially designed swirmiming pool with thick
ghass side panels. When lit up at night the pool
lights send a shimmering glow across the ceiling
of the entertainment area below. The lighting
effect is stunning and truly mesmeric. ™

JIK:  “Why an art museum in Bali?”

Pascal: “Where else in the world can you find so many
arlistic people, Bali is the island of the unknown
arlist. By thot | mean there are jusl so many
painters, scolplovs, wood camvers — where ever
you look you see beautiful art pieces - anyone of
these unkrown arlists would be fomous in any
clher coumntry, ™

JIK:  “What will happen to your art museum 20 years
from now - your thousands of wood carvings
and stone sculptures, some thousands of years
od

Pascal: *I don't really know... Some may go to other
collectors; maybe I will leave it - as | did with my
collection in Egypt — so that future generations
can appreciate their heritage and the wonderful
artistic culture of their people.™

HE: 1 don't know anyone more passionate absout
rocks and stone sculpture than you Pascal, how
many stone sculptures and figurines do you
have here?”

Pascal: “Just over 3,000, some ore thowsands of years
old, others are quiet recent.”

1IK: “When did you start collecting?”

Pascal: “When | was 7 yeors old, | started collecting
pieces from a construction site in Mice, Affer the
groders stopped digging | would go and search
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A Foaming blﬂ'nwih wiews over parkland and ooean

~ sometime in the early howrs of the morning - for
pieces of slome coning, potlery, porcelain, even old
bottles. Eventuaily | hod quiel a colléction. Litle did
the developers know that they were digging on the
site of an oncient civilization. As the word of my
collection spread, the French government decided
i wias a nalional tréaswre and convinded me 1o give
if o the Nationol rmuseoim, *

JIK:  “What 15 the oldest stone carving you have on
this property

Pascal: “Marble itone corvings from anciend Rame - over
2000 years old, *

JIK: “Where does yvour mspiration come from ™

Pascal: "Mature itsell... Somelime the elements of noture
create the mosl amaging shopes ond designs in
stone and wood = that s why you con see so many
uniquely siaped rocks and huge pieces of petrified
weesod ary L urerns aeourad the willa, Py beconme
wnpassioned by the discoveries of archoeologists
who continue o shed new lght on the art and
cultwre of lost caniurations. As with noture, if these
valuable ortifocts are not collected ond prolecled,
they will be lost forever, OF cowrse Datso KEe Fo work
with new malenals 1o create truly origiral pieces,
but whalewver | create it has to be the very best of
its kirncd, aarved if possibile Hhe oy ome of it s kind, ™

NK:  "strong words from a perfec tionist whio wall settle
for nothing but the best!”

Pascal: “Yes, it has to be the best if it carmes the Marabuto
name, *

I guess that’s whal you'd expect o hear frem the man
that created designs for Cartier jewellery, Lampe Berger,
Porsche automobile intericrs, Ercsson mobile phones,
Passicars hecitenrame arndd N.‘bg.'u:ﬂ.,: Pertumies, O Moir @1
O Black = the firsk ever pewel perfumes for swoman and
mam, Cork-wired |'_In||11|:|.=1gra|: itwu_'rj. oW I-"lpu:r. Hiwchsaiek,
Revyal Coteau, Dewtz, Prince d'Orleans and Cattier.

O bver BAosabaite rovlastorse orealennd snchucde fhe 'P-.-'I}"i.l-l"'rmu'.
Rings" collection of gold, diamonds and precious stones

encapsulated in synthetic crystal; the world famous
‘Constellations’ collection of pendants made of gold and
diamonds with signs of the rodiac; "Les Scientificues’
a collection of jewel clocks with astronomic themes;
"Les Carrossables” a collection of car luggage and
hardiop suite cases custom- tailored Lo fit the boots of
Ferrari, Rolls Royee, Porsche, [aguar and Mercedes; "Les
Cartonnables’ desk accessories; Morabito spectacles,
night and day watches, lingerie, scarfs, ties, belts,
shoes, and leather wear; ‘Expression Libre” silverware
and Pascal Morabito Cognac

Morabito's most famous sculptures include his Fractale
Pyramed in Marmandy France, a monumental sculplure n
Corten steel, 22,60 meters high with side edges 32 meters
kong amd a surlace of 1,024 sq meters. In 1991 hMaorabito
created another massive Fractale Pyramid at an altitude of
4,000 meters on K7 Mountain in the Himalayas,

The 'Cube |Jewel’

In the jewellery world he will always be remembered as
the creator of the ‘Cube Jewel’ and the first person Lo
integrate resin (crystal of synthesis) into pwellery. This
international success opened new doors 10 the world of
contemporary jewellery and resulted in millions of copies
being sold worldwide.

For as long as there is a love for champagne and romande,
Pivscal hosallo wall ahesays be rememibered as the creator
of the ‘Champagne |ewel’. When the champagne is
bottled, the cork-wired jewel is placed under the bottle
top, becoming free when the bottle is opened. The
cork-wired jewel is gilded with fine 24- carat gaold and
delcately hargs on a silk thread which i designed to be
weorn around the neck like a pendant, commemaorating
the hinesse and seduction of b maoment of shanmg

Thank o, Pascal for '.I1._|rirs|:_| your ._irrt.i.l:ing lile story
with us, I'm sure that your Morabito Art Villa in Bali wdll
be yet another intermational swocess. Amé
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